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2017 Sun Belt Men’s Basketball 
Championship Bracket Announced 
The third-seeded Eagles will meet the winner of Troy vs. App 
Friday. 
Marc Gignac 
 
 
The Eagles await the winner of Troy against Appalachian State. 
Men's Basketball | 3/4/2017 11:30:00 PM 
Story Links 
Buy Tickets | Bracket (PDF) (PDF)| Championship Central 
 
NEW ORLEANS – The seeds and pairings for next week's 2017 Sun Belt Conference 
Men's Basketball Championship, presented by First Bank and Trust and hosted at 
Lakefront Arena in New Orleans, have been determined following the conclusion of the 
conference's regular season Saturday night. 
 
Georgia Southern earned the third seed and a bye and will play the winner of #6 Troy 
vs. #11 Appalachian State, Friday, March 10, at 8:30 p.m. ET. The Trojans and 
Mountaineers play Wednesday at 8:30 p.m. ET.  
 
All games of the tournament will be available on ESPN3 and the WatchESPN app with 
Sunday's championship game slated for a national broadcast at 2 p.m. ET on ESPN2. 
The tournament begins on Wednesday, March 8, and ends with the championship 
game on Selection Sunday, March 12. 
 
Georgia Southern and Troy split the season series with each winning at home. The 
Eagles have won three out of four and are 3-3 against the Trojans since joining the Sun 
Belt. Each of the last seven meetings in the series have been decided by seven points 
or less. 
 
The Eagles split the season series with Appalachian State with each team winning on 
its home floor. The Eagles are 5-1 against the Mountaineers since both teams joined 
the Sun Belt prior to the 2014-15 season. 
 
Georgia Southern features the Sun Belt's top two scorers in sophomores Ike 
Smith (19.9 ppg) and Tookie Brown (17.5 ppg). The Eagles own a 1-2 all-time mark in 
the Sun Belt Tournament and advanced to the championship game in 2015. 
 
UTA (24-7, 14-4) clinched the outright regular-season title and the No. 1 seed. The 
Mavericks' outright Sun Belt men's basketball title is their first in school history. 
  
Entering Saturday, only UTA's spot as the No. 1 seed had been determined, which 
meant the remaining 11 seeds all came down to the final day of the regular season. 
Three teams were tied for second entering Saturday, with two more just a game behind, 
which put six teams in position to claim the three remaining first-round byes. Just two 
games separated the second place teams from the eighth place teams prior to 
Saturday. 
  
For the third time in the last four seasons, Georgia State (19-11, 12-6) earned one of 
the top two seeds in the tournament. The No. 3 seed Georgia Southern (18-13, 11-7) 
earned one of the top four seeds in the tournament for the second time in three 
seasons. Texas State, which will play in its third consecutive tournament but first with a 
first-round bye, earned the No. 4 seed after a 70-65 win at ULM in the regular season 
finale. The top four seeds all earned byes to the quarterfinal round on Friday, March 10. 
 
2017 Championship Schedule 
Wednesday, March 8 (First Round) 
G1: No. 8 Coastal Carolina vs. No. 9 South Alabama (ESPN3), 11:30 a.m. CT (ESPN3) 
G2: No. 5 Arkansas State vs. No. 12 ULM, 2 p.m. CT (ESPN3) 
G3: No. 7 Louisiana vs. No. 10 Little Rock, 5 p.m. CT (ESPN3) 
G4: No. 6 Troy vs. No. 11 Appalachian State, 7:30 p.m. CT (ESPN3) 
  
Friday, March 10 (Quarterfinals) 
G5: No. 1 UTA vs. Winner G1, 11:30 a.m. CT (ESPN3) 
G6: No. 4 Texas State vs. Winner G2, 2 p.m. CT (ESPN3) 
G7: No. 2 Georgia State vs. Winner G3, 5 p.m. CT (ESPN3) 
G8: No. 3 Georgia Southern vs. Winner G4, 7:30 p.m. CT (ESPN3) 
  
Saturday, March 11 (Semifinals) 
G9: Winner G5 vs. Winner G6, 11:30 a.m. (ESPN3) 
G10: Winner G7 vs. Winner G8, 2 p.m. (ESPN3) 
  
Sunday, March 12 (Championship Game) 
G11: Winner G9 vs. Winner G10, 1:00 p.m. (ESPN2) 
 * - All times CT and subject to change 
  
2017 Tournament Seeds and Sun Belt Records 
1. UTA (14-4) 
2. Georgia State (12-6) 
3. Georgia Southern (11-7)* 
4. Texas State (11-7)** 
5. Arkansas State (11-7) 
6. Troy (10-8)*** 
7. Louisiana (10-8)**** 
8. Coastal Carolina (10-8) 
9. South Alabama (7-11) 
10. Little Rock (6-12) 
11. Appalachian State (4-14) 
12. ULM (2-16) 
 * - Arkansas State, Georgia Southern and Texas State ended the season with 11-7 
conference records. Georgia Southern wins the multiple-team tiebreaker based on a 
1.000 winning percentage vs. all of the tied teams (1-0 vs. Arkansas State, 1-0 vs. 
Texas State). 
** - Arkansas State and Texas State ended the season with 11-7 conference records. 
Upon using the multiple-team tiebreaker to award Georgia Southern the No. 3 seed, 
Texas State wins the two-team tiebreaker vs. Arkansas State based on a 1.000 winning 
percentage in head-to-head matchups. 
*** - Coastal Carolina, Louisiana and Troy ended the season with 10-8 conference 
records. Troy wins the multiple-team tiebreaker based on a 1.000 winning percentage 
vs. all of the tied teams (1-0 vs. Coastal Carolina, 1-0 vs. Louisiana). 
**** - Coastal Carolina and Louisiana ended the season with 10-8 conference records. 
Louisiana wins the two-team tiebreaker vs. Coastal Carolina based on a head-to-head 
win. 
 
The 2017 Sun Belt Conference Men's and Women's Basketball Championships are 
scheduled for a week of March Madness in the Big Easy.  New Orleans will once again 
be home to the two championships that will take place at Lakefront Arena from March 7-
12 and ticket books can now be purchased from the Georgia Southern ticket office.  For 
more information, visit the Sun Belt Conference's championship central websites - 
Men's Championship – Women's Championship – and be sure to follow the #FunBelt on 
social media - @SunBelt. 
 
Georgia Southern Athletics provides up-to-date information on all its sports through its 
official website, GSEagles.com, through social media channels 
facebook.com/GSAthletics, twitter.com/GSAthletics, iOS app Georgia Southern Eagles 
and Android app Eagles GATA. For tickets to Georgia Southern athletics events, visit 
GSEagles.com/tickets.  
Print Friendly Version 
PLAYERS MENTIONED 
#4 Tookie Brown 
G 
  
5' 11" 
  
180 lbs 
  
Sophomore 
#3 Ike Smith 
G 
  
6' 4" 
  
195 lbs 
  
Sophomore 
 
Georgia Southern Athletics provides current information on all its sports through its 
official website, GSEagles.com, which is fully responsive across all mobile devices. 
Information on Eagle athletics can also be found through social media 
channels facebook.com/GSAthletics, twitter.com/GSAthletics and Instagram.com/GSAth
letics. To purchase tickets to Georgia Southern athletics events, 
visit GSEagles.com/tickets. 
 
In order to expedite entry and provide a safe environment for all patrons and 
participants, Georgia Southern Athletics has implemented a Clear Bag Policy for all 
ticketed sporting events, effective Aug. 1, 2017. Fans can find the complete policy as 
well as an FAQ section at GSEagles.com/ClearBag. 
 
